
Honors English 10 Summer Assignment 2019 

Congratulations on your enrollment in Honors English 10! This course is designed to prepare your reading and writing 

skills for AP Language and AP Literature. We will move beyond basic interpretation of text and into literary and 

rhetorical analysis. Please complete your work thoughtfully and thoroughly. All work needs to be submitted to 

CANVAS by midnight on 14 August, 2019.  You can access the Honors English 10 Summer class by going to 

https://usd232.instructure.com/enroll/M3LTDP OR sign up at https://usd232.instructure.com/register and use the 

following join code: M3LTDP. Please log into this class out BEFORE August 14 to avoid last minute tragedies. 

Work submitted after midnight on 14 August will be docked 50%. I suggest you map out a time line for completing the 

work. Procrastination = shallow, sloppy, and/or late work = low grade. 

If you have any questions at any time, please feel free to email me: drhodes@usd232org.  I will check my email 

regularly and respond as quickly as possible.       ~Mrs. Rhodes 

*Choose ONE reading option from section 1 and ONE reading option from section 2. Complete ALL of section 3.* 

************************************************************************************************** 

SECTION 1: Nonfiction CHOOSE ONE BOOK 

Read The Spies of Mississippi, by Rick Bowers OR They Called Themselves the KKK, by Susan Campbell Bartoletti.  

For each chapter, choose from the following three options: (You may mix and match; you don’t have to do the same 

activity for each chapter.) 

1. On PLAIN paper, draw an image that reflects the main idea of the chapter. The image(s) should convey the 

meaning of the chapter’s title as well as the supporting points. Captions should explain the image and its 

connection to the chapter content. The picture can be literal or symbolic. 

2. Write a well-developed paragraph fully explaining the meaning of the chapter title; use supporting details and 

examples from the chapter. 

3. Create a PowerPoint or Prezi that covers the main idea(s) and supporting details of the chapter and explains the 

significance of each chapter’s title. You may record your voice explaining the slides. Make your presentation 

look balanced and use relevant images. Do NOT use paragraphs, only short, concise, bulleted points.  

 

************************************************************************************************** 

SECTION 2: Fiction CHOOSE ONE BOOK 

Read the novel, The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, by Mark Twain OR Wide Open, by Larry Bjornson. Choose ONE 

of the three options listed below. There will be a quiz on the second day of class.   

1. Write a two- page personal reaction to the book. (See attached “Steps for Writing a Reaction Paper) 

 Use MLA –style heading 

 Evenly double space the paper 

 Address plot, characterization, literary devices,  and writing style 

2. Write a two-page narrative from the perspective of one of the characters other than the main character. 

The narrative should address the theme and incorporate 3 – 4 main events. 

 Use MLA-style heading 

 Evenly double space the paper 

 Focus on one particular event and include references to other events OR address the overall series 

of events 

 Provide a different point of view on the same plot and setting. 

3. Create a Youtube or Sparknotes style book review video. Be sure to cover plot, characterization, literary 

devices, and writing style in your presentation. 

Check out the “Steps for Writing a Reaction Paper” located on the back of this sheet. 

https://usd232.instructure.com/enroll/M3LTDP
https://usd232.instructure.com/register


SECTION 3: Preparing for Allusions 

AP English Literature requires knowledge of the most common Biblical allusions. The passages for some allusions can be 

found online at http://www.biblegateway.com. We are looking at these portions as literature and not for the purpose of 

religious persuasion. 

 Read the assigned passages in the King James Version, New International Version (NIV), The Message, The 

Voice, or The New Living Bible.  

 Create a chart by recording the main idea, supporting details, and your reaction to the story. If there is more than one 

location given, be sure to read each account and note any differences. (Create a chart that works for you. Do not ask 

me how to do this. I’m interested in how you organize information.) 

**Please note that the Bible is divided into 66 books. Each book contains chapters and each chapter is divided into verses. 

The references are given with the book title first, followed by the chapter number, a colon, and then the verse number. For 

example, #10 below means that you will read from the fifth chapter of Matthew, beginning with verse 3 through chapter 7 

of Matthew to verse 27 as well as verses 17-31 of the sixth chapter of Luke.** 

  1. “The Creation”           Genesis 1 

  2. “The Fall”           Genesis 3 

  3.  “Cain and Abel”  Genesis 4:1-16 

  4. “The Tower of Babel”   Genesis 11:1-9 

  5. “Sodom and Gomorrah”         Genesis 18  

  6. “The Ten Commandments”           Exodus 20:1-17 

  7. “David and Goliath”       I Samuel 17 

  8. “Shadrach, Meshach, & Abednego”      Daniel 1-3 

  9. “The Nativity Story”      Matthew 1:17-25, Luke 2 

10. “Sermon on the Mount”          Matthew 5:3 - 7:27; 

                                                                     Luke 6:17-31 

11. “The Last Supper”   Mark 14:12-26; John 13 

12. “Garden of Gethsemane”  Matthew 26:36-46 

13. “Thirty Pieces of Silver”   Matthew 26:14-16;  

  Matthew 27:1-10  

14. “The Betrayal”    Matthew 26: 47-56;  

  Mark 14:43-50;  

  Luke 22:47-53;  

  John 13:18-30; 18:1-14 

15. “Golgotha”   Matthew 27:32-54;  

  Mark 15:21-39;  

  John 19:17-37 

16. “The Resurrection”   Luke 24:1-49; John 20

 

************************************************************************************************** 

Steps for Writing a Reaction Paper 
1. In your outdoor voice, read the following aloud three times: “A reaction paper is NOT a summary.” 

2. Now, in your soccer, football, volleyball, baseball, or other exciting-event-of-your-choice voice, read the following 

statement aloud three times: “I will NOT write a detailed, boring, passionless essay!” 

3. Read through the following models and choose the one that best suits your style. 

Model A. Use the following questions to stimulate your thoughts about the novel. Then, write your paper responding 

honestly to any one question, several of them, or all of them–whatever you find most appropriate in light of your own 

reading and thinking: 

 What were my expectations of this work?  Were these expectations met, disappointed, or exceeded? How? Why? 

 What was most interesting to me about the story? Why? 

 Was there anything especially remarkable about the style or presentation? 

 Would I recommend this work to other readers? Who? Why or why not? 

 Did this work change my mind about anything? 

 Did this work remind me of other literary works, films, etc.? 

Model B. Pick a short passage from the work and quote it. Then explain which words in that passage are most important 

and why. Discuss what you do not understand about the quoted passage or what you find compelling about it. Explain 

how this passage or quote impacts or fits into the overall theme of the book. Analyze the relationship of this passage to 

another story, event, idea, or problem you may have encountered before reading this book. 

Model C. Be creative! For example, write a conversation you would have with the author, write the author a letter, write 

an in-depth poem about the work, or find another creative way to express your reaction to the work. In your creativity, do 

not forget to produce something meaningful and worthwhile. 

** A large portion of this section was taken from the Bucknell University website.** 

WARNING: Plagiarism is claiming, indicating, or implying that the ideas, sentences, or phrases of another are one’s 

own. ALL PLAGIARISM WILL RESULT IN SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES. Show integrity by doing your own thinking 

and writing. Give credit to your source(s) for any ideas or statements that did not originate in your brain.  

http://www.biblegateway.com/

